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Introduction by 
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USAGI YOJIMBO 


Introduction 


{grew upin West Los Angeles, Califomia, As akid. 
{could takea bus sll the was from Sepulveda down 
Wilshire Boulevard to La Brea Avenue, where for 
many years there was а movie theater called the 


“Toho La trea. The Toho а Brea screened on 


nese films in their original versions, with 
subtiles. There were Japanese-owned nurseries all 
over West LA. then, and many of my schoolmates 
were Japanese-American. And it was those kids 
who introduced me to the Toho La Brea Theater 
and the Samurai move! 


While most of the population ofthe United States 
was fist introduced to Japanese cinema by the 
astardized Gosia, King of the Monsters. 1 had 
already seen the glories of Kurosawa and the 
magnificent Toshiro Mifune! 


So, many, many years later, when Iwas with my 
(then it) son Max at the legendary Golden Apple 
comtc-book store იი Melrose, my eye was naturally 
drawn to the colorful cove of a comic fea 


what appeared to be a samurai rabbit! After leaîng 
through just a few pages, Iwas hooked. Yojimbo is 
now not just the Ше of one of my favorite movies, 
but Usagi Yojimbo has become the tille of one my 
favorite comics, tool 


hola Stan Sakai right up therewith Winsor McCay. 
Chester Gould, Art Spiegelman, Jack Davis, Wally 
Wood, Al Capp, Charles Schulz, Robert Crumb, 
Jules Feier, Will Einer, and all the others whocan 
move meand tell such wonderful steries with just 
drawingson the page. 


This collection of nine issues of Usagi Yojimbo in 
опе volume tells the еріс Ше of two cousins and 
а lost mine, The evil Noriko can hold her piace 

reat villainesses— like Cell de Ville, 


but with deadly martial arts skills! This whole 


saga reminds me again of how close the samurai 
stories are to our Westerns. If lions can make 
Westerns in Spain, why can't Stan make realistic 


ales about a braveand accomplished an 


honorable rabbit? Stan Sakai can, and he does! 
The чи 
well known. Movie storybeards—illustrated shot 
lists—are just conics, afterall. When a move— 
‘or play or book or graphic novel cr painting— 
succeeds, 1% called “suspension af disbelief." 
Simply. you believe it. 


ares between comics 


በህ are 


You're there. Stan's work does that. In some 
weird feadal Japan where these strange lizards 
run around and anthropomorphic warriors and 


___ 
– 
Jons [አክ 


_-___ 
Mancu, 2007 
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Story Notes 


J first heard of the Japanese gromwell in a televi- 
sion documentary about the mountains of Japan. 
The shrub grows In the presence of gold, and there 
is aspeck of gold in its berries as well as fine gold 
powder in its leaves. There are two other native 
Japanese plants that share the sume properties 
the spicebrush and the Japanese beech. The roots 
ofthese plants absorb gold from underground wa 
terand then distribute the metal throughout their 
systems to their leaves 


A January 25, 1993, article in the American Metal 
Markt reported that dhe Metal Mining Industry 
Association of Japan, an affiiate of the trade 
ministry, had been studying the gold content in 
plants that grew above twelve mines. This project 
began in 1987. Studying these plants would be 
much more cost-effective than random dling. 
ээде 
The Mother of Mountains was frst conceived as a 
ior story arc, but zs I worked with Noriko, she 
gradually came to life with a definite personality 
and tragic backstory. The story changed from an 
crents-driven story to one that is character-driven, 


Subplots were thrown in with Motokazu, Lord 
Нана, and the suggestion of Tame’ 


Бе 


“The role of the wor 


ın in the samurai class was 
justas strict and regulated as that of the man. In 
earliest times, there are records of women leading 
сл into battle: Empress Ji 
Korea while pregnant. However, by Usagis time, 
women of the militar class did not go into battle 
but were submissive to their husbands or fathers 
and usually oversaw Ше samurai household, They 
‘vere still expected to be profident with weapons 


sled the invasion of 


such as the yarî (straight spear) and падна 
curved s 

every samurai home. They carried a kalten (short 
dagger), which would be used for defense or to 
commit seppuku (ritualized suicide), 


ar). One ofthese hung over the door in 


Tomoe Ame was inspired by Tomos Goren, 
consort of Kio Voshinaka during the Gempel War. 
She helped lead the Minamoto forces, even ІШІ 

Several of the enemy in single combat. At the 
Ваше of Azazu-no-Mara, she was almost captured. 
by Uchida Beyoshi. Не had seized and ripped а 
рап of her sleeve. Angered, she attacked him, cut 
ofthis head, and later presented it to her husband, 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Stan Sakai 


Stan Sakai at Mont Saint-Michel in France, 2008. Photo Зі “ዘዘ Hende. 


Stan Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan grew upin Hawall,andnowlivesin California 
with his wife, Sharon, andtwo children, Hannah and Matthew. He received a Fine 
Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered his studies at Art Center. 
College of Des 


çn in Pasadena, Califor 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in a series of graphic novel 
collection. 


їп 1991, Stan created Spire Usagi a series dealing with samurai 
setting featuring the adventures ofa descendant of the original Usagi. 


a futurist 


‘Stan isalso an avardavinaing letter for his work on Sergio Angonéss бло, the 
Spider-Man” Sunday newspaper sips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


‘Stan isthe recipient of a Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, four Spanish Hastur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
Society Award in the Comic Book Div 
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Books by Stan Зака! 


From Dark Horse Comics 
DarkHorse.com 


Book 8: SHADES OF DEATH 
Book 9: Разно 

Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 

Воок 11: SEASONS 

Book 12: GRASSCUTTER 

BOOK 13: GREY SHADOWS 

Book 14: DEMON MASK 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTER II — JOURNEY то ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED Moon 

Book 17: DUEL AT Krranon 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

Воок 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Book 20: GLIMPSES or DEATH 

Book 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 

Book 22: TOMOES STORY 

Book 23: BRIDGE or TEARS 

Book 24: RETURN OF THE BLACK SOUL 

Book 25: Fox Hunt 

Space USAGI 

Usacr Үолмво: YOKAI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
fantagraphics.com 

Book 1: THE RONIN 

BOOK 2: SAMURAI 

5008 3: THE WANDERER'S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: Lone Солт AND Kip 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

Воок 7: GEN’S STORY 
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The discovery of gold ignites a 
struggle of striking proportions as a 
Poer maal tyrants Lust fOr wealth 
threatens to destroy not only Usagi 
Xolimto and his companion Tomos 
but an entire innocent village! 

When plague strikes abordertown in 
the mountains of the Gelha Prov 
ince, Lord Noriyuki sends his loval 
bodyguard Tomos io investigate 
eus аа ц 


the rabbit ronin Usagi might елігі 
cate his friend from her perilous 
predicament except that hes land. 
са in the same one himself! Usagi 
and Tomos must use every ounce of 
> _. 
Mother of Mountains, a grand adven 

ture by internationally celebrated 
storyteller Stan Sakai! 


Stan Sakai is the recipient of a Parents 
Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an 
American Library Association Award, 
а Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur 
‘Awards, and several Eisner Awards, 
18 2003 he received the prestigious 
National Cartoonists Society Award in 
the Comic Воск Division, 
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